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of abnormal amyloid deposits in the body, which
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https://www.amyloidosisalliance.org/join-us-or-donate/
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In the case ofamyloidosis, some of the antibodies

called «light chain» accumulate in the form of fibrils and
interfere with the functioning of certain organs. The
deposits can affect all organs except the brain. The
kidneys are most often affected. But the most severe
damage is to the heart, present in around 60% of pa-
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[/ amyloidosis is a secondary disease linked to ano-
ther illness such as an infection or a chronic inflamma-
tory disease. It cause an excess production of SA
protein, leading to fibril deposits in certain organs.
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Each type of amyloidosis is linked
to an abnormally folded protein,
whose deposits cause different pathologies

A and symptoms.

 DIAGNOSTIC

The challenge is to diagnose amyloidosis as early as
possible to prevent irreversible consequences.

Amyloidosis symptoms may misslead to more common
diseases affecting the kidneys, heart, lungs or liver,
thereby delaying the diagnosis of amyloidosis. Patients
often see several doctors to get the diagnosis. In some
cases, diagnostic wandering can take up to 3 or 4
years.

Early diagnosis would help a
optimal medical care.

Research is moving along well in the field of
amyloidosis, with more treatments available.
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There is two main types of [{/{;] amyloidosis -
Wild-type ATTR (WtATTR) amyloidosis and
hereditary (hATTR) amyloidosis. For ATTR,

amyloid deposits are composed of misfolded
transthyretin protein produced by the liver.
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Digestive system, peripheral nervous system and/
or the heart can be affected.

It is an inherited condition and can therefore runs
in families with the gene alteration potentially being
passed down to children.
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Wild-type amyloidosis is a slow-progressing condi-
tion that tends to develop later in life — from about
the age of 60 or so. Amyloid deposits affect mainly

the heart.




